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-	Complex societies appeared a little later in the New World than in the Old World


-	Compare the first stirrings of the Olmec (Initial Olmec period, 1400-1000 BC), to the cases we know from the Old World


-	Late Uruk period 3400-3100 BC (1700-2000 years earlier)


-	Egyptian unification around 3100 (1700 years earlier)


-	New World civilizations got rolling a little later.  Why?


-	people entered the New World later (crossed the Bering strait) in the late Pleistocene, maybe 15,000 years ago?


-	so it took longer before there were enough people around?


-	local climate and geographic details?


-	coincidence?


-	on the other hand, they are not that much later (700 to 2000 years or so)


-	compared to 10,000 years since the end of the Ice Age


-	or about 100,000 years of modern Homo sapiens


-	we could also see this as being remarkably close to simultaneous


-	Olmecs (1400-300 BC)


-	Setting


-	Coastal lowlands, now tropical jungle


-	preservation is terrible!


-	virtually no plant material, food garbage, wood, textiles, even bone is almost never found


-	generally only stone, ceramic sherds, earth constructions and features


-	Major Olmec sites now are on higher, drier ground surrounded by swamp


-	But sea level was 4 to 5 meters lower in 1000 BC than today, presumably even lower when the region was first settled


-	There was a coastal plain 12 to 20 km wide, crossed by rivers that developed natural raised levees


-	as in Mesopotamia


-	Recent research shows that these now-submerged and buried levees along one such river were covered with pre-Olmec and Olmec settlements


-	So subsistence may have included a combination of


-	swidden (slash and burn)


-	levee cultivation with casual, natural irrigation and floods


-	swamp reclamation, especially later in the sequence


-	river fishing


-	still very little evidence of farming practices, except:


-	One area of Olmec-period buried fields found at Matacapan 


-	unfortunately, no plant material survived


-	but the area had lots of little mounds similar to those currently built around the base of maize plants


-	and sherds in soil suggest fertilizing with domestic garbage


-	that suggests intensive field agriculture, not swidden


-	Pre-Olmec 1750-1400 BC


-	settled agriculturalists who made ceramics


-	may have moved in from the south


-	small villages on levees


-	built low, broad earthen platforms


-	pecked and ground stone bowls may be first hint of Olmec stoneworking tradition


-	used a lot of highlands obsidian: i.e. already doing some long-distance trading


-	in the regional view, these pre-Olmecs would be just one of many groups at this level all around Mesoamerica


-	Initial Olmec 1400-1000 BC


-	first raised fields were built


-	raised fields are ridges built in swampy terrain to create elevated planting surfaces separated by channels of water


-	which keep the plants irrigated


-	moderate the temperature and humidity of the adjacent plots


-	and provide a source of organic-rich muck to fertilize the plots with


-	they imply more intensive agriculture, with investment in a permanent place, rather than shifting swidden agriculture


-	The site of San Lorenzo was built up and used during the Initial Olmec period


-	famous as the site where numerous massive basalt "Olmec heads" have been found


-	it was the most impressive of several sites located along rivers


-	a naturally elevated area, modified with extensive artificial filling and leveling, unknown exactly why


-	ridges were cut down and depressions between them filled in


-	Coe says to make a shape of a bird as viewed from above


-	immense expenditure of labor to haul dirt around


-	on top were numerous low platforms of sand and clay, some defining courtyards between them


-	two rows of artificial ponds (totaling 20 ponds) with drains and fountains, possibly with stone sculptures standing around them...


-	main “drain” composed of over 30 tons of basalt!


-	this is extreme overkill for any practical purpose of agriculture or drainage


-	at least part of the "drain" system flowed into a stone basin shaped like a bird… certainly a ceremonial, not practical, construction


-	over 50 stone monuments, some very large, were placed on the plateau, mounds, etc.


-	including the famous heads as well as other sculptures


-	Omec heads:


-	110 cm (3.5 feet) to “over 300” cm (over 9 1/2 feet) high


-	some over 20 tons (40 according to other sources…?)


-	transported from quarries sometimes over 100 km away (60 miles)


-	claims of 1000-man crews to move the large sculptures, but these must be exaggerated


-	some suggest that they are portraits of specific rulers


-	but there aren’t enough for the supposed time span (about 1000 years of "Olmec" culture!)


-	“at least 15” known


-	some of the earlier monuments are “thrones” or “altars” with flat tops and figures carved in the front


-	several of these were later re-carved to make monumental heads


-	many of the heads and other monuments were intentionally mutilated, buried, dug up, reset in new locations, and eventually buried again


-	timing and motivation for all this is debated


-	maybe during Initial Olmec period?


-	maybe later?


-	at the end of each ruler’s reign?


-	total population of San Lorenzo was under 1000 people


-	Coe estimates 2500, but most think that is too high


-	i.e. a ceremonial center, with most people living in rural areas around it


-	small ceramic figurines from San Lorenzo


-	not all their artwork was monumental


-	trade


-	main source of obsidian shifted to the south (Guatemala)


-	magnetite ("iron ore") from highlands?


-	social stratification


-	implied by large works


-	also by heads, if they are portraits of specific individuals


-	but little direct evidence from burials or houses


-	warfare: little evidence for or against


-	although mutilation and burial of monuments may be related


-	some burned human bone with cutmarks suggests ritual cannibalism


-	generally assumed to be a reasonably developed chiefdom society, in order to have been able to make the monuments and build San Lorenzo


-	probably something comparable to the Mississippian chiefdoms like Moundville and Cahokia


-	Intermediate Olmec 1000-650 BC


-	decline of San Lorenzo, rise of La Venta


-	La Venta was a smaller center in the Initial period, contemporary with San Lorenzo, but grew large later


-	reached its greatest extent about 900 to 450 BC


-	La Venta


-	similar in concept to San Lorenzo


-	mounds, courts, with lots of clay floors and rebuilding


-	ponds, drains


-	basalt heads and “altars”


-	plus a new feature: a “pyramid” mound 30 m high (98 feet), although date of original construction is debated; could be later


-	long thought to be conical or even fluted like a jello mold


-	recent excavations found lower courses of stone facing, proving it to be square, just like most other pyramids


-	it was just badly eroded


-	late in this period, the platforms had a low facing of cut basalt blocks placed around their bases


-	another new kind of feature: big offering pits full of carefully stacked, rectangular serpentine blocks


-	Massive Offering 1


-	mosaic of 485 carefully cut serpentine blocks 5 X 6 m (16 X 20 feet) forming a stylized jaguar mask design


-	laid on top of 28 layers of rough serpentine blocks neatly arranged in a clay matrix


-	a total mass of about 1000 tons of imported stone!


-	buried in an area 12 X 7 m (39 X 23 feet)


-	also small offering caches of jade figurines, stone ornaments, etc.


-	Phase II Offering no. 3


-	three gray jade figurines


-	a gray jade water bird pendant


-	five green jade bangles


-	five rock crystal ornaments


-	numerous beads


-	“bedded in cinnabar and covered with yellow clay”


-	La Venta offering 4


-	16 jade figurines, 16-18 cm tall


-	6 jade celts


-	meanwhile, only minimal building at San Lorenzo (as far as we know)


-	many monuments at San Lorenzo may have been mutilated and buried at this time


-	heads may have gone out of style during this period, but other monuments continued to be used


-	although maybe not carved


-	trade


-	obsidian increasingly from Guatemala (south; Maya area)


-	iron-ore from highlands of central Mexico, such as Oaxaca (Monte Albán area)


-	Terminal Olmec 650-300 BC


-	Continued massive offerings, small offerings, and rebuildings at La Venta


-	Late in this period, earlier heads were reset


-	suggestion that they may have been ritually damaged and buried in the preceding period (Intermediate Olmec, 1000-650 BC), then dug up and reused


-	Finally, the entire site of La Venta was “smothered” “under thick structures of red clay”


-	at this time, two new features were added


-	the “pillar enclosure” or palisade of natural basalt columns


-	and a sandstone slab tomb and “sandstone coffer”


-	these contained obviously high-status burials, for the first time among the Olmec


-	La Venta was abandoned around the end of this period


-	Olmec writing


-	basically: there wasn't any


-	the earliest writing in the Mesoamerican lowlands, which is often cited as "Olmec" writing, is actually too late to be considered “Olmec” (which supposedly ended around 300 BC)


-	first “long count” dates


-	Slab at Chiapa de Corzo: just a date: 8 December 36 BC


-	Stela C, Tres Zapotes: just a date: 3 September 32 BC


-	Tuxtla Statuette: an Olmec-ish little sculpture with a date: 14 March 162 AD, plus some unreadable glyphs


-	the date and glyphs might have been added long after the statuette was carved


-	we’ll see more evidence of writing and calendrics in our other Mesoamerican cultures


-	Generalizations and explanations about the Olmecs


-	Large sites were ceremonial centers


-	without urban settlement


-	without defenses


-	without large-scale craft production, storage, etc.


-	Olmec social stratification


-	the heads might represent powerful leaders - or they might not


-	the earthworks, sculptures, and expensive offerings suggest lots of people working under some kind of leadership


-	No high status residences known (although they might just not have been preserved)


-	No administrative buildings or centralized storage features


-	high status burials only appeared very late


-	Yet clear specialization (ceramics, jade carving, monuments) was probably supported by an elite


-	although probably a fairly small number of individuals over the centuries could have made all the sophisticated artifacts


-	Destruction, burial, and resetting of monuments suggests conflict, maybe competing groups


-	Probably several competing chiefdoms


-	Olmec: Cultura Madre?


-	Big debate right now


-	Old view


-	Mesoamerican civilization all started with the Olmec


-	portable items in Olmec style were traded far and wide, stimulating developments outside the Olmec area


-	or constituting an Olmec state, empire, or exchange network, depending on one’s viewpoint


-	so if you understood the Olmec, you understood the roots of all complex society in Mesoamerica


-	New view, still not fully accepted, but winning


-	“Olmec” artifacts actually represent a shared, regional set of beliefs developing in local areas, not traded or unified significantly


-	because "Olmec" artifacts in different parts of Mesoamerica are actually different


-	each area has its own, different set of "Olmec-like" motifs and artifacts


-	so they probably didn't literally come from a single source, but rather developed along parallel, interrelated lines all over much of Mesoamerica


-	so now we have to look at each different "civilization" in Mesoamerica as a partially independent development, rather than descendents of a single "mother culture"


-	and in fact, we will see that the cultures, environments, and processes by which the developed were wildly different in different parts of Mesoamerica


-	Teotihuacan, in the Basin of Mexico


-	Basin of Mexico regional background


-	Highland valley, location of modern Mexico city


-	valley floor around 2100 masl (7000 feet)


-	surrounded by high mountains


-	including active volcanoes


-	the basin of Mexico is a closed drainage (now artificially drained)


-	in which formed a series of large, shallow, swampy lakes


-	later partially filled and built on by the Aztec for their capital: Tenochtitlan (now Mexico City)


-	above the lakeshore plain there are foothills and some river valleys that flow into the basin


-	The Teotihuacan valley is one of these tributary valleys


-	an alluvial river plain


-	has springs in the center of the valley


-	has obsidian sources nearby


-	on a natural route from the Basin of Mexico to the eastern part of Mesoamerica


-	the huge city of Teotihuacan developed here, in this river valley, not alongside the lake


-	climate and agriculture


-	arid but not desert


-	irrigation is necessary to ensure a crop, especially in the north


-	but for the times we are looking at, this was small-scale, family or village level irrigation


-	extremely well known due to huge, systematic settlement survey, lots of mapping, excavation, etc. at certain sites


-	except for some areas of the Basin of Mexico which are totally unknown, because modern Mexico City has engulfed them


-	fortunately, the Teotihuacan valley has not been too built up yet


-	Fagan and the excellent Teotihuacan web site, available from the class web page, use two different sets of period names and starting and ending dates to tell more or less this same story.  Sorry about that…


-	Early Horizon 1500-1100 BC


-	roughly contemporary with Initial Olmec


-	note that the very different cultures in different parts of Mesoamerica were not developing at exactly the same time and rate, but were partially contemporary, probably influencing each other a bit


-	Teotihuacan ceramics included “Olmec” motifs


-	i.e. part of same “interaction sphere”


-	or sharing the same underlaying Mesoamerican cosmological and artistic concepts


-	scattered, small farming villages (total of 19)


-	largest just a few hundred people


-	possible that one or two central sites were emerging, as in the other areas


-	but we can’t be sure...


-	One possibility: Tlatilco


-	excavations show some burials with elaborate grave goods


-	including some comparatively rich burials of women and children


-	maybe even with male sacrifices?


-	but not really dramatic status differences


-	but the site is mostly under modern Mexico City


-	it may have already passed 65 ha in size


-	but its size and details will probably never be known


-	Another possibility: Cuicuilco (more on this later)


-	Zacatenco Period 1100-650 BC


-	roughly contemporary with Intermediate Olmec


-	“Olmec” traits went out of use


-	Basin of Mexico population rose to around 20,000


-	lots of new sites (total of 75)


-	several were much larger than earlier sites, up to 50 ha


-	these would have had around 1000 to 2000 people


-	Tlatilco and Cuicuilco were occupied, we can only guess they were large, maybe bigger than the others?


-	but none of the large sites had any special architecture


-	nor any defensive walls, defensible locations, etc.


-	this is very different from the Olmec


-	in the Basin of Mexico, large settlements first appeared without ceremonial architecture


-	while in other areas, the special architecture appeared much earlier, while towns remained relatively small


-	maybe some different processes were going on to encourage urbanization and social complexity


-	currently a mystery: why were some sites bigger?  What caused this concentration of people into large towns?


-	Ticoman Period 650-250 BC


-	roughly contemporary with the last Olmec constructions at La Venta


-	Basin of Mexico population grew to around 90,000


-	still more new sites (reaching a total of 154)


-	largest sites got up to 100 ha, twice as big as the previous period


-	with 2000 to 4000 people


-	special architecture finally appeared at these large sites


-	platform mounds up to 5 meters (16 feet) high


-	no clear primary center


-	possible exception of Cuicuilco


-	probably 5000 to 10,000 people


-	at this point, Teotihuacan was still nothing special


-	Patlachique Period 250 BC-75 AD


-	the Olmec were gone by this point


-	huge population growth in the whole Basin of Mexico


-	two clearly preeminent centers appeared


-	Cuicuilco


-	hard to be sure, but estimated over 400 hectares, up to 20,000 people


-	several very large mounds, may also have been smaller ones


-	largest is 20 m (65 feet) high, 80 m (260 feet) diameter


-	some of the mounds were oval, not rectangular


-	Teotihuacan


-	Patlachique style sherds found over 8 square kilometers (800 hectares)


-	population estimated over 20,000


-	monumental architecture of this period is covered by later constructions, but it apparently started in this period (Patlachique)


-	already had specialized obsidian workshops, which became very important later on


-	Both centers located amid large, irrigible alluvial plains


-	that is, the sites in the Basin of Mexico probably prospered in part for economic reasons


-	Apparently two major polities (states?)


-	capitals at Cuicuilco and Teotihuacan


-	plus probably several smaller ones


-	very clear in settlement maps as large centers with smaller sites clustered around them


-	much lower density of sites in the border areas halfway between the two centers


-	due to actual warfare?


-	or emigration to avoid it?


-	or just due to attraction of living near major centers?


-	but calculations of agricultural productivity and population suggest that the population could still easily have been fed by local production


-	that is, there would not have been intense competition for basic subsistence needs (farmland)


-	this coexistence of major centers did not last long, maybe only 150 years


-	late in the Patlachque period, a volcanic eruption covered much of Cuicuilco’s farmland with lava and ash, probably weakening it irreparably


-	a few centuries later, a second lava flow covered the rest of the farmland and the site itself


-	leaving just the tall mounds sticking up out of a 5 meter deep lava flow


-	and leaving Teotihuacan as the uncontested single enormous urban site in the Basin of Mexico


-	Tzacualli Period 75 AD-175 AD


-	Beginning of the heyday of Teotihuacan


-	Tzacualli style pottery is found mostly in the Teotihuacan valley, not the rest of the Basin of Mexico


-	two possible interpretations:


-	Tzacualli pottery was used in Teotihuacan, while the rest of the basin went on using the earlier Patlachique style, or…


-	80% to 90% of the entire basin of Mexico population was living in Teotihuacan!


-	Enormous development at Teotihuacan


-	Pyramid of the Sun built


-	almost entirely in this period (Tzacualli)


-	Coe thinks “Sun” and “Moon” in early documents are indigenous terms, that is, they are really the original associations of the pyramids


-	225 meters (731 feet) on each side


-	base is similar in size to the Great Pyramid of Khufu (Cheops) at Giza (but only half as high)


-	slightly over 70 meters (228 feet) high


-	1.2 million cubic meters of fill (rubble and adobes)


-	stone stairway up the front


-	wood and thatch temple on top


-	built on top of a modified natural lava tube 6 m below the surface, 100 m long, ending in a 4-lobed chamber


-	Olmec-like stone channels suggest that water was piped into it


-	for some kind of ritual probably having to do with the earth and fertility


-	Pyramid of the Moon started (finished in next period)


-	similar but slightly smaller


-	very recently, an early high status burial has been discovered in the core of the Pyramid of the Moon…


-	Main plan of city, with crossing main streets, was established in the Tzacualli period


-	Major “north-south” avenue


-	now called “Street of the Dead”, for historical reasons having nothing to do with the Teotihuacanos


-	actually oriented to “Teotihuacan north”, or 15 degrees, 30 minutes east of true north


-	lined with 20 temple complexes along the northern part, and high-status residences


-	the San Juan river runs right through Teotihuacan


-	they straightened and canalized it to run along the grid-plan streets


-	enormous size


-	20 square kilometers


-	population estimated around 80,000 people


-	Middle Horizon 175 -750 AD


-	expansion of Teotihuacan political, economic, and stylistic influence far beyond the borders of the Basin of Mexico


-	settlement pattern


-	Teotihuacan was over 20 times larger than any other site in the Basin of Mexico


-	a light scattering of rural villages in the rest of the Basin


-	a few small “provincial centers” with minor ceremonial architecture


-	no evidence of specialized production outside of Teotihuacan


-	this is an “underdeveloped” settlement hierarchy, also called a “primate” settlement pattern


-	leads to a huge disparity between wealthy city people and poor rural people


-	because all services, markets, etc. are in the city


-	rural people have to travel to the city for any service, sale, etc.


-	Teotihuacan itself


-	grew slightly in size (to 23.5 square kilometers)


-	grew greatly in density, filling in gaps


-	population reached a conservative estimate of 125,000, possibly up to 200,000 people


-	population within 30 km of Teotihuacan (one day’s walk) grew drastically


-	from 18,000 in Patlachique period


-	to 65,000 in the Middle Horizon


-	while further away, population actually declined


-	suggests that people who lived far from Teotihuacan moved in closer to the center


-	Construction at Teotihuacan


-	the Ciudadela


-	the political and religious center, at the intersection of the major north-south and east-west streets


-	with the temple of Quetzalcoatl, the feathered serpent


-	the Great Compound


-	largest area of any structure in the city


-	apparently a marketplace


-	indicates massive commercial activity


-	the Pyramid of the Moon was completed


-	establishment of large walled “apartment compounds”


-	apparently occupied by multiple families


-	high, heavy perimeter walls


-	one entrance, easily controlled


-	one major patio with several “temple” structures


-	family apartments laid out around the central courtyard


-	sometimes have their own, smaller courtyard with rooms off of it


-	possibly occupied by related families


-	some show the same craft specialization in several of the different family apartments


-	many decorated with painted murals


-	ethnic and/or craft-specialty neighborhoods (called "barrios" in the Spanish sense, without implying poverty)


-	contiguous groups of apartment compounds around a larger court with ceremonial structures


-	sometimes shared a common craft specialization


-	several ethnic barrios, best known is the Oaxaca barrio


-	they made Oaxaca-style pottery in Teotihuacan


-	and brought Oaxaca funerary urns from Oaxaca


-	remained an ethnic "island" within the city of Teotihuacan for generations, even centuries


-	average in wealth, neither rich nor poor


-	not in a privileged area near the civic-ceremonial center, nor particularly near the marketplace


-	emissaries? traders? purpose unknown


-	craft production


-	at least 1/3 of the residents were non-agricultural specialists


-	some 600 distinct craft workshops identified


-	obsidian working is particularly well documented


-	some 12% of the city’s residents were involved in obsidian production!


-	about 1/8 of the population


-	much of this must have been for export


-	Teotihuacan was the main supplier of obsidian goods for the central highlands, perhaps for a wider area


-	virtually all obsidian production happened within the city


-	mostly in certain apartment compounds scattered all around the city, apparently relatively free of immediate state control


-	that is, not in centralized shops near the Avenue of the Dead, or some other easily controlled arrangement


-	but also some small workshops in non-residential areas, attached to civic-ceremonial complexes


-	this may indicate a small group of specialists working for the state


-	or that mostly independent specialists had to put in some work at these workshops as a form of taxation


-	but this state production accounts for only a small fraction of the total


-	similar craft workshop patterns are suspected for


-	pottery


-	ceramic figurines called "host figures"


-	because they open up to show smaller figurines inside


-	apparently used for some household ritual purposes


-	jade, slate, basalt


-	basketry, featherwork, leatherwork


-	shell ornaments


-	very little craft production of any kind was done outside the city


-	rituals may have included cannibalism


-	some rather bloodthirsty artwork


-	and burned, cracked human bone may indicate offerings or consumption


-	expansion and influence beyond the Basin of Mexico


-	the core area around the Basin of Mexico covers some 25,000 square kilometers (10,000 square miles)


-	population estimated around 500,000


-	apparently under direct control of Teotihuacan


-	Beyond the core, Teotihuacan established more remote outposts:


-	Kaminaljuyu


-	now under modern Guatemala City


-	basically an early highland Maya site


-	Teotihuacan style buildings in one area, suggesting that Teotihuacanos were welcomed peacefully


-	elite burials with Teotihuacan ceramics and other goods


-	located near a major obsidian source


-	huge numbers of Teotihuacan funerary vessels and incense burners are found in surrounding regions


-	assembled from many pieces made in molds; easily transported as parts


-	maybe these are what they traded for the obsidian


-	Tikal, in the heart of Maya territory


-	A famous Maya stele shows Teotihuacan warriors flanking a Maya ruler as he takes the throne of Tikal


-	or they might be Teotihuacan-like people from the Teotihuacan outpost at Kaminaljuyu…


-	One of the many pyramids at Tikal is in a hybrid Maya-Teotihuacan style


-	Some burials contain Teotihuacan goods, especially green obsidian


-	Monte Albán, in Oaxaca


-	Main Plaza buildings use a modified Teotihuacan style architecture


-	Some carvings in the Main Plaza show Teotihuacan visitors


-	Period III-A ceramics feature Teotihuacan motifs


-	A very rich tomb (Tomb 105) at Monte Albán is decorated with murals clearly in Teotihuacan style


-	and Teotihuacan style burial urns are found in Oaxaca


-	the Oaxaca barrio at Teotihuacan indicates that the contact went in both directions


-	but there was no Teotihuacan barrio at Monte Albán


-	Matacapan, in the Veracruz (Olmec) area


-	Teotihuacan style buildings


-	General comments


-	unlike other Mesoamerican centers, Teotihuacan was not only a civic/ceremonial center, but also a commercial center


-	larger area of direct political control than any contemporary center


-	probably the most important ritual center in Mesoamerica, as well


-	and an extremely urban settlement, right up with recent preindustrial cities for size and density


-	possibility of a writing system suggested by some wall paintings and a few other artifacts; a respectable theory but not proven yet


-	irrigation


-	no major hydraulic works that required organization of many people


-	no regular flood danger, either


-	warfare


-	not much evidence until the very end of Teotihuacan, when art starts showing warriors


-	sites not located in defensive positions (mostly), nor ever walled


-	possible importance of grandeur, ritual symbolism, control of access to the supernatural


-	large towns appeared first, ceremonial architecture added later; the reverse of Olmec pattern


-	Teotihuacan was a relatively “commercial” culture


-	with intensive craft production, long-distance trade, distant trade outposts, a giant marketplace, and apparently all relatively decentralized, not apparently run by a "temple" or "palace" organization


-	maybe more like the much later Aztecs in the Basin of Mexico, who had a highly "commercial" economy


-	Collapse of Teotihuacan towards the end of the Middle Horizon, about 600 AD


-	decline and signs of trouble


-	Near the end of the Middle Horizon, Kaminaljuyu had lost contacts with Teotihuacan


-	around the end of the Middle Horizon, wall murals started to show a lot more armed figures


-	the Ciudadela (the ritual and administrative compound on the Street of the Dead) was modified to make it more closed and defensible just before the end of the Middle Horizon


-	collapse


-	at the end of the period, population suddenly collapsed to just 25,000, a decline of 80% (from 125,000)


-	evidence of major fires, especially along the Street of the Dead


-	also in the temples of residential compounds


-	excavators think the fires were intentionally set to “ritually destroy” the city


-	Who did it and why?


-	invaders?


-	protesting citizens?


-	an internal factional fight?


-	due to population outgrowing agricultural production in the vicinity?


-	due to newly complex groups outside the Basin of Mexico competing for or cutting off access to distant resources?


-	
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